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THE FEAST OF OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY

++++++++++++++++++++++++

OUR LADY HAS GIVEN US THE WEAPON
AGAINST OUR GOLIATH

HERE ARE OUR FIVE STONES:
PRAYER WITH THE HEART: ROSARY
EUCHARIST
HOLY BIBLE - SCRIPTURE
FASTING
MONTHLY CONFESSION

+++++++++++++++++++++++++
++
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Chaplians Message

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE -
Dear brother knights, 
      
      I hope this newsletter finds you well. As many of
you already know, October is not only the month
dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary but it is also
Respect Life Month. It is the season of the Church in
which we reflect upon the sacredness of every
human life, from conception to natural death
because every human life is made in the Image and
Likeness of God himself, and personally formed and
created by Him, thus having irrevocable dignity and
deserving of respect.

 On the other hand, it is the month of the Rosary
because it is the month in which the Battle of
Lepanto was fought. On October 7th of 1571, there

was a naval battle fought between a coalition of
European Catholics and the Ottoman Empire. The
battle was against impossible odds and nobody
believed the Turkish armada could be beaten. Pope
St. Pius V called all the churches to be open day and
night and everyone to pray the rosary ceaselessly. If
we lost, all of Western Christendom would have fallen
and we would all likely be Muslim today. A true
miracle happened and we won. Pope Pius V then
declared October 7th to be the feast of the Holy

Rosary and dedicated the entire month to it. Our
enemy is no longer the Ottoman empire, but the
snares and temptations of the Devil. 

POPE LEO’S MESSAGE TO THE K OF C:
Pope Leo XIV recently greeted the Knights of
Columbus with a video message during their 143rd
Supreme Convention in Washington, D.C. He praised
the organization's members for fostering prayer and
fraternity and for their dedicated service to
vulnerable populations. The Pope encouraged the
Knights to be "Heralds of Hope" during the Jubilee
Year of Hope, a sentiment echoed by the Knights'
commitment to the legacy of their founder, Blessed
Michael McGivney.

My dear brother knights, let us renew our devotion to
the daily recitation of the rosary for protection for
our families, for our country, and the world at large,
and pray for an ever greater awareness of the
sacredness and dignity of life in our world and in our
country. Know you remain in my prayers and I pray
you have a most blessed month of October.
 
Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Daniel
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The feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, also celebrated
as Our Lady of Victory or Victories, was established
by Pope St. Pius V in 1571 to celebrate the
miraculous victory of the Christian forces in the
Battle of Lepanto on Oct. 7 of that year. Previous to
the decisive battle, St. Pius V had requested all
Western Christians to pray the rosary; thus he
attributed the victory to the power of the Marian
prayer rather than the power of ships and cannons.

Two years before establishing the feast, in 1569,
Pope St. Pius V officially approved the rosary in its
present form with the papal bull Consueverunt
Romani Pontifices ("The Roman Pontiffs are
accustomed," the first words of the document). In a
development from earlier methods of praying the
rosary, the new version included the second half of
the Hail Mary, as well as the “Glory Be” prayer at the
end of each mystery.

The dedication of the month of October to the Holy
Rosary became common in the Church thanks to
Pope Leo XIII, an enthusiastic promoter of the rosary.
In the span of only five years, Pope Leo wrote eleven
encyclicals on the rosary.

St. John Paul II called the rosary his favorite prayer,
"in which we meditate with Mary upon the mysteries
which she as a Mother meditated on in her heart (Lk.
2:19.)."

OCTOBER IS DEDICATED TO THE ROSARY -

Recall the Invocation to Mary from the presenter
during your own Exemplification . . . 

Mary, Mother of God, with her Knights for the
sanctity of human life in all stages.

Mary, heart of the Holy Family, with her Knights,
for faithful marriages and joyful families.

Mary the Immaculate Conception, with her
Knights, for decency and purity in our world.

Mary, to whom her son would refuse nothing,
with her Knights, for justice and compassion for
the downtrodden and all those who suffer.

Vivat Jesus!
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Our first major Council fundraiser is the Baby Bottle
Campaign to be held in October. The Baby Bottle
Campaign is lead by Joe Dean, the Councils Two Year
Trustee. All funds raised are donated to the
Community Pregnancy Center. Please  volunteer a
little time to support this major fundraiser.

Our Diocese of Venice Bishop, Frank Dewane,
celebrates Mass on Veteran's Day at the Sarasota
National Cemetery to honor our Veterans.  One of
the important roles our Brother Knights take during
the Mass is to prepare the area before the Mass and
to manage the traffic flow before, during, and after
the Mass. We welcome any volunteers to help  
facilitate the Mass. Additional information will be
provided.

The Council is still planning an organization meeting
of the Program / Committee Directors. All new
Knights from last year and this year will be invited to
attend a Council Program informational meeting.  
Please let me know if you are interested in joining
one, or more, of the committee’s.

This year, the Council has budgeted $10,000 to be
allocated to improving the Parish infrastructure. The
targeted item is the Chelsea Center kitchen stove.
The Council will begin evaluating a replacement
stove and will provide the Parish several proposals.
The Parish will be responsible for ordering and
installing the replacement stove.

Thank you,
Scott Deahna, 
Grand Knight

Brother Knights,

Our last Council meeting was held on Thursday,
September 11. Our Council Lecturer, Derek Noll,
coordinated a guest speaker, Sean Donovan,
principle at the Oak Park School. Sean was
introduced by Mark Lawrie. After hearing the
inspiring talk by Sean, the Knights have been invited
to tour this excellent school on Friday, October 24,
10:30-11:30 AM. Our Council has made generous
contributions to Oak Park School from the proceeds
from our annual Citizens with Disabilities Campaign
(the Tootsie Roll Drive), which are greatly appreciated
and truly help make a difference. 

The School is located off Proctor Road at 7285 Hand
Rd, Sarasota, FL 34241. Please plan to arrive 15
minutes early. Also, we may be able to carpool.
Please RSVP to Derek Noll, Lector, at
derekjnoll@msn.com or call 941-266-8505 if you
plan to participate so that we can plan accordingly. 
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The 40 Days for Life Fall campaign this year is from
Sept 24th to Nov 2 . For the last 8 years, our STM
Knights, along with STM Parishioners commit to one
full day from 7AM to 7PM to pray outside of Sarasota’s
Planned Parenthood

nd

location at 736 Central Ave in downtown Sarasota.
This year we’re going to shoot for Friday, October
31st.

The St. Thomas More 2025 Baby Bottle Campaign
began after the Saturday 4 pm Mass on September
27th. This fund raising campaign is for the
Community Pregnancy Clinic located at 1419 7th
Street which held their 40 Days For Life kickoff on
Friday. Bottles are being handed out after Saturday
afternoon and Sunday Masses. On our first weekend
to distribute bottles we handed out over 500 as
follows: 9/27 Saturday 4 pm 124, 9/28 Sunday 8 am
102, 9/28 Sunday 10 am 156, 9/28 Sunday noon 141
Total for week 1 - 523 bottles!

Thank you to all of the volunteers for your assistance.
We are asking that all bottles be returned by Sunday
October 26th.
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Our STM Council plays a vital role in fostering a
Culture of Life and strengthening the Body of Christ.

This year, our annual Baby Bottle Campaign
coincides with one of the most significant liturgical
celebrations: the Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary.

In October, the STM Respect Life Team, led by Joe
Dean, will spearhead the Baby Bottle Campaign. This
key fundraiser will begin on Saturday, September
27th, at the 4:00 p.m. Mass. By filling the bottles with
coins, bills, or checks, you will directly support the
local Community Pregnancy Clinic at 1419 7th St.,
Sarasota, FL 34236. Your contributions will help
mothers choose life and provide them with support
during and after pregnancy. You can learn more
about their work by visiting their website at
https://communitypregnancyclinic.com.

Throughout the month of October, our dedicated
Knights volunteers will collect the filled Baby Bottles
after each Mass.

Please join us in supporting this crucial fundraiser
and continue our mission as Knights to protect the
sanctity of human life!

OCTOBER BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN -

COFFEE & DONUTS SUNDAY - 
On Sunday, September 21st, our Council , lead by
our Council’s One Year Trustee, Corey Devito, hosted
a Coffee & Donuts after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
Mass in the Spirit Center.  Thank you to everyone
who volunteered to support this event.. 
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SEPTEMBER SOCIAL -

The September social was held at the Dockside
Waterfront Grill on Thursday, September 25 . We
had approximately 60 members and their wives in
attendance.   The evening was filled with fellowship
and fraternity among the members and their wives
or significant others.  

th

Thanks to our new social committee for their

dedication to our Council Socials. 

The October Social will be at Miguels on Siesta Key
on 10-24-25 at 5:00 PM. We can only have 50 people
at this social event.
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KNIGHT OF MONTH - CHARLIE CULKIN 

Charlie Culkin was presented with the Knight of the

Month Award.  The Grand Knight thanked Charlie for

his leadership and support for the Councils Officer

Installation ceremoney.

Congratulations Charlie!

FAMILY OF MONTH  -  KEVIN AND JUDY DEADY

Chancellor Kevin Deady and his wife Judy were
selected  Family of the Month. Kevin and Judy are
leading our Social Committee this year. Judy with
support from Nancy Hall planned and coordinated a
wonderful Year End Council Dinner at the
Stoneybrook Country Club. 

 Congratulations Kevin and Judy!
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OUR LADY OF CHARITY ASSEMBLY

The Assembly meeting was held at the St. Thomas
More Chelsea Center on September  8 .  The new
Officer Team was installed and Father Nick was
installed as the new Assembly Fryer. Thank You Fr.
Nick.

th
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Thank you for all your generous donations of food &
money. Donations may be brought to the Chelsea
Center during the week or to the Church narthex
after daily & weekend Masses. Designated bins are
provided in both locations.

Gift cards and monetary donations are also greatly
appreciated. What we are not able to purchase from
the All Faiths Food Bank, we will need to get from a
shopping trip. We thank you as we help the hungry in
Sarasota.

The sanctuary candle is available for intentions
through the end of 2025. Please call the Parish Office,
941-923-1691, to reserve a week. The suggested
donation is $25 per week, beginning on Saturday for
the Vigil Mass, and ending the following Friday..

SANCTUARY CANDLE - 

Never can find your envelopes? Tossed them out by
accident? Keep forgetting to bring them? Don’t worry
- don’t use them! Subscribe to our safe, secure online
giving platform!

To give through the platform, go the the STM
website: www.stthomasmoresrq.org, and see Giving
on the homepage. Click on the red donate icon and
choose the area in which you wish to donate.

ONLINE GIVING TO STM -
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RIGHT TO LIFE MINISTRY - 

The Fall 40 Days for Life campaign kicks off.
For the next 40 days faithful who are united in
protecting unborn children from the scourge of
abortion will be standing in peaceful vigil in front of
abortion facilities praying for the unborn, their
parents, and for an end to abortion in Florida and the
United States.
The Diocese of Venice hosts three 40 Days for Life fall
campaign vigil sites in Naples, Fort Myers and
Sarasota. These sites are among 650 nationwide
which will be manned each day from Sept. 24, 2025,
through Nov. 2.
Thanks to the encouragement of Bishop Frank J.
Dewane, since 40 Days for Life began in 2007, the
Diocese of Venice has been an active participant.
During that time, nationwide, 25,695 mothers have
chosen life for their children; 274 abortion workers
have quit their jobs; and 181 abortion centers where
40 Days for Life vigils have been held, have gone out
of business.

40 Days for Life and 40 Days For Life 365:
For the last 8 years, our STM Knights, along with STM
Parishioner’s spend one full day in one hour
increments to pray outside Sarasota’s Regional
Planned Parenthood location on 736 Central Ave in
downtown Sarasota. We also have been dedicated in
our efforts to join the 40 Days for Life 365 worldwide
initiative with other parishes, Knights groups and
have committed to pray at Planned Parenthood each
month on the 4  Thursday from 9AM to 1PM.th

 

STM Defenders of Life by Brian Harkins,
Maureen and I went to the 40 Days kickoff in
Syracuse NY this week. We joined about 50 faithful
prayer warriors who have persevered for 34 years to
close the Planned Parenthood facility there.
Notoriously, this location is where the first “legal
abortion” took place in the USA on July 1st 1970 after
Governor Rockefeller signed it into NY State law (3
years before Roe vs Wade became a federal law. 
We were struck by the joy this group exhibited! Both
of the inspirational leaders of this 40 DFL location
have 6 and 8 children respectively - Wow! They spoke
about the interactions they had with people going
into Planned Parenthood as “divine appointments “.
They also spoke about the importance of asking the
Holy Spirit for patience and kindness before they
arrived to spend one hour during the 40 Days vigil. 
They strongly encouraged fellow defenders to come
often and bring a friend. Remember Planned
Parenthood has consolidated in FL. and are on the
ropes without federal funding for one year. 

Neil and I encourage you to make your presence felt
in Sarasota. You are instruments of God’s presence
and peace and thru you 🙏 - miracles happen with
babies and families preserved. 

Summary and invitation:
We always welcome and need new members on our
Respect Life Team, so please join with us to
experience the joy of seeing the power of prayer in
saving lives. You can sign up by contacting our Right
to Life Co-Chairs, either Brian Harkins at
bjharkins1@gmail.com or telephone # 908-451-7454
or Neil Corrado at fdny0261@gmail.com or telephone
# 941-993-1520.

For Life,
Neil & Brian
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS - 

Special Olympics Florida provides year-round sports
training and athletic competitions in a variety of
Olympic-type sports for children and adults with
intellectual disabilities. We rely on more than 51,000
volunteers each year, who serve as coaches, help
with events, assist on committees, and so much
more. Help athletes achieve their dreams -- get
involved today!

These events are all about celebrating our athletes,
and we need YOUR help to make them truly
unforgettable. As a volunteer, you’ll play a vital role in
supporting our athletes, cheering them on, and
assisting behind the scenes to ensure everything runs
smoothly. This is a fantastic opportunity to give back,
make a difference, and be part of something special!

We are seeking assistance for the following upcoming
events:

2025 West Coast Region Fall Classic (October 3 -
4): Sign up to volunteer
2025 Northeast Region Fall Classic Competition
(October 10 - 11):  Sign up to volunteer
2025 State Swimming Championship - Sebastian
(September 26 - 28):  Sign up to volunteer
2025 State Fall Classic - ESPN Wide World of
Sports (November 12 - 16):  Sign up to volunteer
2025 State Golf Championships - Orlando
(December 12 - 13):  Sign up to volunteer 

  
 If you have any questions or need more information,
please contact us at volunteer@sofl.org.

On Saturday, August 15, we hosted the Special
Olympics Florida State Stand Up Paddle
Championships.

Additionally, on Saturday, September 13, we held the
Special Olympics Florida State Bowling
Championships. 

Joe and Cory Devito had a great time at the state
bowling finals this past weekend. Joe took a seventh-
place medal in some very tough state competition.
We also attended a great dinner and athlete’s dance
Friday night. 

https://give.specialolympicsflorida.org/site/R?i=iUDsS38ExB0KhqiDBEW5VtbzrEBFRFHve8UEaQ7vSWECn9VQG1gJ5w
https://give.specialolympicsflorida.org/site/R?i=ElG02f4-Nl-YcZbVqAp2V_aJj9S6JIH7fpPzgrfDLM24rVhYcldYrw
https://give.specialolympicsflorida.org/site/R?i=v3P4bk1OJYBpRvcdHzzyO8AyXzaRzCUIndtNTK4D2x3Usg6zsdpdYg
https://give.specialolympicsflorida.org/site/R?i=xpJSWN6YC1cmxlyNFjVdebgWftA-T-ZXkDy4hHskbnGKH5eJs8YUEA
https://give.specialolympicsflorida.org/site/R?i=v2-tHA2jS6vg_Zq3w0b8aK-czMChRFNFPkVO9KiAVWSbxsoI9PAzcQ
mailto:Volunteer@sofl.org
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS:
Charley Baldelli
Ken Berberich
Ted Bogusz
Dave Bracy
Joyce Bulinski
Neil Corrado
Ed Cox
Joan Crowley
Cindi Culkin (wife of Charlie)
Ann Dean (wife of Joe)
Susan DeBlauw (wife of Brian)
Jean DeVito (wife of Corey)
Ken Gaasch
Madeleine Garvey (wife of Gary)
Jerry and Annie Hayes
Jan Jakubiuk
John Koitsch
Ted Kovacic
Richard Lamb and daughter Megan Brown
Don Leonard
Roy MacGillis
John & Kay Maier
Ron McCluskey
Carol McElroy (wife of Steve)
Michael Mercandetti
Thomas Nate
Margie Noll
Hank Peppard
Christopher Peppard (son of Hank Peppard)
Ed Plankey
Rosemary Quartermain (wife of Lynn)
John Regan
Nancy Risbano
John & Craig Spinale (John’s son)
Cheryl Vignola (wife of Michael)
Kim Wojtyna (daughter of Carol)
Donna Woodford (wife of David Woodford)

Dear Lord,
We come before You with hearts full of faith,

believing in Your healing power. May Your
grace flow over those who are sick, bringing

comfort and restoration. Strengthen our spirits
as we pray for their recovery, trusting in Your

divine plan. In Jesus’ name, we seek Your
miraculous touch.  Amen.

Please keep our recently departed Brothers and their
surviving spouses in your prayers: Stephen Fenner,
John McAlonie, Tony Picozzi, Victor Ferrulli, James
McNamara, Johnnie Turner, Thomas Reed, and
James Bonfiglio.

If you know of any Brother Knight in need, let us
know, and we will make sure that he is contacted. If
you have any questions or needs, please contact
(Scott Deahna, Grand Knight) at his email address   
scott34465@yahoo.com or my mobile 352-464-7487‬.

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
Brothers James Alexander and Dan Martin for their
kind assistance with this Newsletter!
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Council Birthdays          

 SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

K of C #7826 OFFICERS 2025 - 2026
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Fr. Daniel J Scanlan – Chaplain                                                         FRDANIEL@STTHOMASMORESRQ.ORG
Scott T Deahna – Grand Knight                                                         SCOTT34465@YAHOO.COM
Francis S McElroy - Financial Secretary                                         mcelroyfs@verizon.net
John T Spinale - Deputy Grand Knight                                           jtspin912@gmail.com
Kevin G Deady – Chancellor                                                                KEVINGDEADY@GMAIL.COM
Ed J Powers – Recorder                                                                        EPOWERS@GDSCONNECT.COM
Kenneth H Berberich – Treasurer                                                     berberichken@yahoo.com
Daniel J Bulinski – Advocate                                                              danb6002@comcast.net
Stephen M Melchiore – Warden                                                        STEVEMELCH@VERIZON.NET
Lynn A Quartermaine - Inside Guard                                              LynnQuartermaine@yahoo.com
Joe Pelletier Jr - Outside Guard                                                       JOEPELLETIERJR@GMAIL.COM
Corey M Devito - One Year Trustee                                                  CMDEVITO@KAIGHNCO.COM
Ernest J Dean - Two Year Trustee                                                      EJDEAN99@VERIZON.NET
Lawrence S Hall - Three Year Trustee                                              hallorhall@gmail.com
Derek J Noll – Lecturer                                                                          DEREKJNOLL@GMAIL.COM

October 6 - John M Baumann
October 6 - Roger L Milroad
October 11 - Frank A Moeslein
October 12 - Frank P Malatesta Jr.
October 14 - Dave Spiewak
October 16 - Michael R Vignola
October 19 - Pasquale E Guadagno
October 20 - Richard F Stevens Jr.
October 21 - Walt Wozniak
October 27 - David D Paben
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Council Upcoming Events 
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T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e s e
f u t u r e  e v e n t s !

The monthly Right to Life Prayer Walk will be on
Thursday, October 23rd between 9:00 - 1:00 p.m.
in front of Planned Parenthood.

There will be an Oak Park School Tour on Friday,
October 24, 10:30-11:30 a.m. The School is
located off Proctor Road at 7285 Hand Rd,
Sarasota, FL 34241. Please RSVP to Derek Noll,
Lector, at derekjnoll@msn.com or call 941-266-
8505 if you plan to participate

The October Social will be at Miguels on Siesta
Key on Friday, October 24th at 5:00 PM. We can
only have 50 people at this social event.

Our Lady of Charity Assembly #3089 will be
hosting an evening of Premium Scotch, Bourbon,
Cigars, and Food at 5:00 p.m. at Maduro’s 7386 S
Tamiami Trl, Sarasota, FL 34231.  The proceeds
of the event is for veterans charities.

Our monthly “Knight’s Mass will be on
Wednesday, October 1st, at the 8:00 a.m. Mass. A
Rosary prayer at 7:30 am precedes the Mass. 

The Officers’ Meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 1st at 7:00 p.m. in the Spirit
Center.

The August Council Business Meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, October 9th at 7:00 p.m.
in the Spirit Center.

Our Lady of Charity Assembly Meeting (4th
Degree) will be held on Monday, October 13th, at
7:00 p.m. in the Chelsea Center.

M O R E  K N I G H T L Y  N E W S O U R  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R O C T O B E R  2 0 2 5

 ©2023 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, ST THOMAS MORE COUNCIL #7826 PAGE 18



Insurance Advisor 
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NEWS FROM OUR FRATERNAL FINANCIAL ADVISOR
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Did you know some life insurance policies include
living benefits?
 
Does yours?
 
Certain policies offer benefits during your lifetime –
these are known as “living benefits.”
One such benefit is a whole life insurance policy’s
cash value, which can grow tax[1]deferred. You can
access it during your lifetime either through a partial
loan or a full surrender of the policy, or as collateral.
You would have this at your disposal to help with a
down payment, tuition, to supplement your income
in retirement, or in case of emergency.
 
Secondly, living benefit riders, which you can add to
a whole life policy, can help make funds available to
you if you’re diagnosed with a chronic or terminal
illness.
 
No one expects a devastating diagnosis, but if it
happens, you’ll be able to put your whole life
insurance policy to work immediately — while you
and your family need it.
 
One of those riders is the new Chronic Illness Armor
rider, which helps guard your family against the
financial strain of a chronic health diagnosis. For a
modest premium, this rider allows you to access your
policy death benefit to cover mortgage payments,
medical bills or any other expenses that come in the
wake of a chronic illness. There are no restrictions on
what you can use the accelerated benefits for!
 

The Terminal Illness Rider will also accelerate your
death benefit and can help provide funds if you
receive a terminal diagnosis that shortens your life
expectancy. Like the Chronic Illness Armor rider, this
benefit can be used to cover anything from a family
trip to end-of-life expenses.
 
In short, life insurance with living benefit riders can
help your family prepare not just for an unexpected
death, but also serious illness through a means that
allows you to use your benefits during your lifetime.
It’s a daunting scenario to consider, but if it does
happen, financial relief is possible.
 
Set up time to meet with me, and we’ll create a
personalized insurance plan that matches your
needs.
 
Thank you!
 
 

Yours in Christ,
 
Brian DeBlauw
Cell: 440-669-8957
Email: brian.deblauw@kofc.org
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Baby Bottle Drive

Baby Bottle Drive

Baby Bottle Drive

5

12

19

26

St Thomas Kinghts, Holidays in United States
Sun Mon

28

6

29

13

Assembly Mtg @ STM

Columbus Day

Father Gordon's Bday

20

27

Tue

7

30

14

21

Degree Exemplification @

28

Wed
1

Early Rosary @ 7:30AM

KofC Mass @ 8:00AM

Officers Mtg @ 7:00PM @

8

15

22

29

Thu
2

16

23

Prayer Walk at Planned

30

9

Council Mtg @ 7:00 PM @

Fri

10

17

24

Oak Park School Tour

Oak Park School Tour

Social Event @ Miguels

31

Baby Bottle Drive

Baby Bottle Drive

Baby Bottle Drive

Assembly - Cigar

1

11

18

25

Oct 2025 (Eastern Time - New York)
Sat

3 4
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Calendar 


